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January 17, 2008

The Hon. Peter Vallone, Jr.
Public Safety Committee Chaix
New Yotk City Couneil

City Hall, NY, NY 16007

Dear Council Member Vallone;

On behalf of the Joint Boards of the Mount Sinai Center for
Qccupational & Environmental Medicine (see list of members
represented), I am writing today to express the Boards® opposition to
Intro 650 (Permits for Atmospheric, Biological, Chemical, and
Radiological Detectors).

This bill would restrict and can entirely prevent environmental
monitoring by unions, community and academic entities, among others,
impacting the pubhic's access and right to any independently obtained
enviropmental data, as well as benefits to health and safety such
information may lead to. Tt was exactly through such independent
sources following 9/11 that all of us were enabled to understand the

potential health risks posed by exposure to environmental
contamination in lower Manhattan.

By requiring police permits for the possession or use of environmental
sampling instruments, the bill would render to a non-scientific body - in
this case the New York City Police Departinent - unirestricted authority
to deny or delay cavironmental testing by any entity or group. Such a
bilt appears to criminalize environmental sampling activities currently
widely and routinely conducted without permits.

Despite a stated purpose of reducing excessive false alarms and
unwarranted anxiety, there is no evidence that such events or pubhc
teactions have occurred in the past as & consequence of the use of
monitoring instruments by non-govermnmmental entities.

While intended as an anti-terrorism measure, the bill goes far beyond
that and would provide the NYPD with wide latitude i the
implementation of any legislation. Despite a claimed interest in
detecting chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear agents, Intro
650 is not a CBRN bill. As written, it covers emergency response,

industrial, environmental, and academic activities unrelated to CBRN
warfare or lerronism.
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We therefore join with a number of accomplished and concerned
entities in requesting a stop action on this bill. We thank you for your
consideration of our concerns, which also represent those of our
broad membership. ‘

Sincerely,

LAWRENCE D’ADDONA
Chair, Mount Sinai COEM Joint Advisory Boards

cc: Council Speaker Chnistine C. Quinn
NYC Council Membership

Mount Sinai-1.J. Setikoff Center for Occupational and Environmental Medicine Advisoty Boards
Att: Lawrence D’Addona, o/o Mount Sinai COEM, 1212 Madison Avenue, NY 10029
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